Dear Editors,
Thank you very much for considering the publication of our manuscript "Automated quantification of small vessel disease brain changes on MRI predicts cognitive and functional decline". We are grateful for the constructive feedback from the Reviewers and are pleased to have the opportunity for a revision. The work is in progress. We have also started gathering the Copyright agreements and COI forms from all authors. I regret to inform you that one the authors, Prof. Franz Fazekas, has suffered a severe stroke in May after the initial submission of our paper. Unfortunately, he is therefore unable to fill the required electronic forms himself for the time being. Under the circumstances, I would like to ask whether his closest colleague and a co-author Prof. Reinhold Schmidt from the same university could fill the formalities once he receives a verbal consent directly from Prof. Fazekas?
Needless to say, Prof. Fazekas has given his full support for this work and has reported his COIs to us earlier.
Prof. Schmidt's e-mail is reinhold.schmidt@medunigraz.at.
Thank you! Sincerely, Hanna Jokinen, PhD Department of Neurology Helsinki University Hospital Finland
